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of mortal wore a uniform character, from the commence-
ment of its career to the close of it, Mrs. Siddons may truly
be said

* To be herself alone.'

She knew better than any one how to individuate charac-
ter 5 she was engrossed by it completely; her very form,
expression, gesture, voice itself seemed to be bounded by
her strong conception of the part she acted. She had more
attention than I ever saw to what was doing and to be done.
She seemed never to be thinking of an audience, and they
gratefully repaid her by thinking, where she was, of nothing
but herself. Who has ever yet taught to add intensity to
emotion, and to communicate new dignity to the sublimity
of poetic expression ? Nor is this the strain of required
panegyric, the grace which an author may think it discreet
to bestow upon the subject on which he works. Were
Mrs. Siddons my enemy I should speak thus of her as an
actress, though I might naturally regret that the incense
cast upon her altar procured only aversion to her admirer.

The prudence which was so strong a feature in the
character of Mr. Siddons had been convinced of the per-
manence of his wife's attraction, and they, consequently,
had taken a house in Gower Street; and she returned the
visits of her fashionable friends in, a carriage of her own.
There was no ostentation about it. She sometimes came
to the theatre to see others act, and always paid the greatest
attention to the performance; but she did not, like some
others, sit remarkably forward, and throw her whole person,
I was going to say, into the lap of the audience, under the
pretext of applauding strongly those whom she admired.
She never applauded at all, and this was judicious. She
was sitting with their judges and hers.

But indecorous as a contrary habit would have been, and
dull as the poor brutes must have been who did not feel this,
I recently turned over a long string of paragraphs, the gist
of which was her penury of praise, and her cruelty in refus-
ing the sanction of her public approbation to those whom
such a testimony would have benefited. The writers for-
got that her coming presumed some expectation of being